
News from the Broadway Coalition (October 2012)

We, the steering committee, want to keep you involved in our dynamic coalition, that is working
to educate and organize citizens of Tucson in order to guide planners and implementers of the
Pima County Regional Transportation Plan Project 17 ("The Broadway Corridor") to improve
Broadway Boulevard between Euclid and Country Club within the existing right-of-way. Here is
what we have been doing:

· Worked to assure that the Broadway Boulevard Citizens Planning Task force
(BBCTF) has the opportunity to think outside the box as it works to improve
Broadway Boulevard between Euclid and Country Club. 

o Worked with Councilmember Steve Kozachik to get the city attorney to state
that under the Open Meeting Law Task Force Members can talk to each other.
However, a majority is not allowed to meet together outside a noticed,
agendized meeting. They are allowed to be several members at community
meetings, and to solicit their constituents.

o Worked to broaden concept of "functionality." See below
 
· Appeared before the Mayor and Council to talk about new ways that traffic engineers

and transportation planners are thinking about moving traffic without widening roads
and adding more lanes. This is to broaden the idea that engineers use called
"functionality." Functionality is usually defined as Level of Service (LOS) that is a
measure of the time that cars must wait to get through an intersection. If Broadway is
being designed as a multi-modal transportation corridor, then measures for other
modes* (bicycle, pedestrians, transit) need to be included in the definition of
"functionality."  Mayor and City Council agreed by motion that the BBCTF is to have
leeway in defining "functionality" and referenced EPA's "Guide to Sustainable
Transportation Performance Measures."

· Argued before Mayor and Council, PAG/RTA Technical Committee and PAG/RTA
Citizens Accountability for Regional Transportation (CART) committee that
Broadway is a destination, not just a transportation corridor. That being able to walk
to stores like Hirsh's Shoe Store, Lerua's, and Rocco's Pizza keep the urban center
exciting and alive. Without them, the neighborhoods are less vital.

· Appeared before the PAG/RTA Technical Committee to make the above argument
about functionality. Also noted new studies that state that driving has peaked in the
US in 2007 and therefore simply making linear projections of car travel on the road is
no longer accurate. Staff had recommended that the Policy Subcommittee be asked to
define functionality. Chuck Huckleberry, chair of the Technical Committee said to
wait and see what the BBCTF comes up with. He argued that at least the roadway
improvements should not mean that functionality declines.

· Appeared before PAG/RTA Technical Committee and argued that PAG/RTA has not
followed the law by writing annual reports that talk about the ballot measure's
progress and the costs involved. The argument is made that the road element is
already 10% over the ballot promised amount and therefore as required by statute



should be required to go before the people for another vote. PAG/RTA's attorney
disputes this interpretation.

· Appeared before the PAG/RTA CART committee and argued the points above. They
have asked staff to report at every meeting on how the CTF is doing and progress on
the project. There were people in this group who understand the Coalition's concerns
and others who think the ballot proposition must be followed as written.

· Monitored the BBCTF and gave testimony on the view Broadway is a destination, not
a corridor, that they need to think about "functionality" in broad terms since this is a
multi-modal project, and encouraged them to take charge of their project.

The Coalition has developed a mission statement, and is signing up neighborhood and individual
members. The goal is 20 neighborhoods by December 1 and 250 members by December 1.
Please consider joining with us. There is no cost involved.

The Coalition is considering sponsoring Community Forums and other activities to educate the
people who will be affected by the proposed roadway widening to 8 lanes. We are not trying to
stop the improvements, just bring them in line with the City's goals of sustainability, vibrant
neighborhoods, support of small businesses, multi-modal transportation, and cost effective
expenditures.

Please contact us if you have any questions at BroadwayCoalition@gmail.com

* Guide to Sustainable Transportation Performance Measures" by EPA, EPA231-K-10-004,
August 2011 found at www.epa.gov/dced/transpo_performance.htm pages 3, 4.

Additional Research papers, blogs and articles about changing ideas regarding transportation,
data mentioned above, surveys of population preferences etc are available. Make your request to
BroadwayCoalition@gmial.com. This information has also been provided to the BBCTF.

The Broadway Coalition Mission Statement

The Mission of the Coalition is to educate and organize citizens of Tucson to guide planners and
implementers of the Pima County Regional Transportation Plan Project 17 ("The Broadway
Corridor") to improve Broadway Boulevard between Euclid and Country Club within the
existing right-of-way and thereby make the roadway as efficient as possible without causing the
demotion of historic structures and displacement of viable small businesses that contribute to the
culture and commerce of the community. Widening the street would worsen air quality and
increase noise in adjoining neighborhoods. It would tend to isolate the residents of adjoining
neighborhoods from each other and discourage their common use of their streets, open spaces,
recreational, commercial and educational facilities. Walking and bicycling across the widened
street would be more hazardous, especially for the young, elderly and people with special needs.
The Coalition urges citizens who value Tucson's urban core to protest the doubling of the width
of Broadway between Euclid and Country Club.


